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We are sorry to record the discontinuance of the Thinker, the biblical and 
theological journal which for four years now has been edited by the Rev. Jas. 
Excell and published by Jas. Nisbet and Co., London. The reason given 
by the editor is as follows : " I am anxious to withdraw from all literary work 
as soon as possible, and to take a prolonged rest. Doubtless arrangements 
could have been made for the continuance of the magazine in other hands, 
but I have not cared to incur the trouble of making them. It is true that we 
sacrifice a considerable monthly circulation, but under the circumstances it 
cannot be easily avoided." The Thinker has rendered a real service to the 
biblical world by its good original articles, but mainly by the condensed 
reproduction of many leading articles from Bible scholars in all countries. 
There will be good original articles still published in various periodicals, but 
the latter work of bringing together many of the best articles in condensed 
form will cease with the Thinker ; it was its special feature, and it will be the 
public's special loss. 

Was Job Jehovah's Champion ? — President Ballantine, of Oberlin, has pub- 
lished a brief essay on Job, entitled "Jehovah's Champion, a study of the 
Book of Job." It is a delightful series of interpretative chapters, written in a 
simple, clear style, and full of thoughtful suggestion. There is no reference 
to the historical background or purpose of the poem. It is interpreted as 
though a record of purely personal experience, as a contribution to a problem 
of individual life. He finds the keynote of all in the thought of Job as 
"Jehovah's champion, divinely selected and put forward to fight for God's 
honor." Is this satisfactory? A champion fights on behalf of some one 
against his enemy. But does the book anywhere suggest enmity between 
God and Satan or that God needs a champion against Satan? That relation 
between the two is of much later growth. The prologue represents Satan as 
an angel of God, and in his disagreeable ministry assigned by God himself 
to devote his attention to Job. In the poetical portions Job seems to be 
contending against God rather than for him — nay, he really does overcome the 
God whom his friends set up against him, and in whom he had himself once 
believed and to whom, in the prologue, he had humbly submitted. A new 
idea of God dawns upon him in his distress, born out of it. The old God is 
gone forever. The real purpose of the poem is to advance a new thought 
about Jehovah — to offer a new Jehovah to the Jews (in exile?). The sublimity 
of the poem lies not merely in the thought itself, but chiefly in the daring 
imagination which conceived and the mighty strength in achievement which 
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carried through the method of presenting the thought, viz., through the spiritual 
struggles of an individual brought down to the very gates of hell. Job is 
Jehovah's "champion" only in the sense of being a champion of the new 
against the old Jehovah. This idea, however, was not probably in Dr. 
Ballantine's mind when he chose the title. He has selected an unfortunate 
title for a most admirable booklet. 

Germans to the Rescue of Moses! — Some of our German scholars are 
determined not to let the critical writers hold the field uncontested. Dr. 
Zahn has defended the Mosaic origin of Deuteronomy, and in general attacked 
critical methods and results. A new book has recently appeared from Pastor 
Eduard Rupprecht in behalf of the Mosaic origin of the entire Pentateuch. 
Both writers are vigorous in their methods of treatment, and a warmth of 
style suggestive of the purport makes them lively reading. They are fond of 
giving vivid titles to their books, implying their attitude. Zahn calls his 
book Earnest Glances into the Madness of Modern Old Testament Criticism ; 
that of Rupprecht's is The Riddle of the Mosaic Pentateuch and its False 
Solution. The motto on the cover reads, " Why halt ye between two opin- 
ions? If the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then follow him." To 
his mind most of the scholars are on Baal's side, even the moderate school, 
of which Dr. Delitzsch was a good representative, and to which such men as 
Zockler, Strack, and KShler now belong. The only man who has his approval 
is our own Dr. Wm. Henry Green, of Princeton. Criticism is, in his eyes, 
"the chief crime of the age." The theory of the critics is held up to genial 
ridicule. The "Redactor" is made the most of. A recent reviewer of the 
book sums up Rupprecht's address to him as follows : " Tell me, my poor 
Redactor, what is your true character, you play so many parts. Sometimes 
you are an inspired genius, at other times no better than a fool. Now you 
figure as a learned investigator, again you are wofully ignorant. One thing 
is clear : you are a very ill-used person. Well for your critics that you are 
not alive, or you might sue them for defamation of character. They make a 
poor scapegoat of you. At times you are a real martyr. Looking at your 
various roles, I tell you what you really are : you are a genialer Esel, an ass 
of genius." There is a real attempt at meeting the arguments of the critics 
in some parts of the volume, but the larger portion of it is denunciation or 
raillery. The bad effects of critical study are made much of. "Dear J." 
and "good friend P." are responsible for the retirement of many a student 
from the theological field and his taking up of philosophy. "Old Moses" 
must have his own again. This criticism is all a "magic mirror," into which 
one looking sees a threefold image where there is but one reality. " I resolved," 
he says, " that I would never rest till I had helped to shiver to atoms this 
demoniacal critical magic-mirror which turns the heads of many pious men 
and blinds them." And again, his exhortation to a troubled but faithful soul 
is " But do you hold fast only to the Lord of heaven and his testimony to the 
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Old Testament and to Moses, of whose ' writings ' he speaks in the most 
express manner ; and to the testimony of the apostles to the Old Testament. 
What are the real results of science do not oppose this. What does war 
against it, is conjecture, hypothesis. Christ or professor? Choose!" 

Israel as a Factor in History. — Under this caption Professor Schodde, in the 
Treasury, develops the paradox which Hebrew history illustrates how a peo- 
ple insignificant in a political sense has yet exerted a mighty influence upon 
the development of thought in the world. One who reads the Old Testament 
history solely is liable to overlook the fact that Israel was an important factor 
in the politics of Western Asia only in the time of David and Solomon. Her 
prominence at that day was not so much because of her own power as by the 
divine Providence which at just that period put the leading nations of antiquity 
under a cloud. Egypt was suffering from internal disorder, and Assyria from 
external pressure in that wonderful tenth century before Christ, which saw the 
dawn of Israel's monarchy. During the succeeding centuries the Hebrew 
nation " was at best but a third or fourth-rate political power, and never able 
to cope independently with" these empires. A false perspective would make 
her stand out as the leader in the movements of the day, and would repre- 
sent the other nations as waiting for the opportunity to catch her in a moment 
of weakness to compass her fall. Politics did not revolve about Jerusalem or 
Samaria in those times, and the struggles of an Isaiah would have seemed 
very petty to a statesman or general of Nineveh if he had known anything 
about them. The advantage of a study of the history of the nations of 
antiquity as a whole lies in its giving a correct perspective, setting Israel in 
its rightful position among those nations. Every Bible student ought not to 
be satisfied to know the history of Israel only. 

On the other hand it is equally true that the political relations and position 
of Israel represented only half of her history, and disclose little of her ulti- 
mate importance. Inside of those small fortresses and upon those narrow 
tablelands ideas and forces were being developed which have since contributed 
largely to guide and control the destinies of the world. Assyria and Egypt 
have done nothing like the fruitful work for humanity which was accomplished 
in little Israel. If a nation is great in proportion as it has furnished leading 
and lasting factors and forces to the development of the greatest nations, 
then Israel may well rank as the first nation of history. Certainly only Greece 
can approach it in the fertility and permanence of the service rendered to 
mankind. To study this remarkable paradox of history, to observe how these 
mighty and enduring elements were produced and grown upon so insignifi- 
cant a field, in circumstances so constrained — this makes the history of Israel 
one of the most fascinating and enlightening subjects for the student of man- 
kind. 



